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iﬂﬁmua COMMUNITY has a lake,
gmnm pcund or other substantial bedy

.;xﬂfwatcr it's almost certain to have stufl

'fﬁ@ie and proba.bl} gives residents pause

t going anywhere near it. This i
thm an inc{}n‘w::niﬁnc': Or A t’:!:"l‘:_
sore. The clarity of your water can have a

significant impact on property values.

Wter elarity drops when an aquatic
arci becomes filled with sediment—a
process known as “entrophication.” It
cocurs naturally over a period of a hun-
dred years or more, but dunng construc-
tion: or development, it can happen in 2
matter of months, Before it becormes an
actual detriment to the community, you'll
need to do something,

iN EUTRO

You'll notice the first signs of trouble in
shallow water near the head of the lake or
at the end of coves, where drainage enters
the body of water. At first it will be limit-
ed to a small area. But over time, the sed-
iment will grow and the area of surface
warter will shrink. Deeply rooted nuisance
weeds will begin to emerge. Finally, water
quality will deteriorate

to a muddy brown.

enough 1o excavate,

Mechanical dradg-
ing. Because il
addresses the sediment
issue from the shore-
line, mechanical
dredging doesnt
require dranng the
lake. The most com-
mon mechanical exca-
vators reach 40 or 50§
feet from the shoreling,
so the best candidates e
are small ponds or the ends of coves.

Portable hydraulic dredging.
Hydraulic dredges float on the warter
and pump sediment through a tempo-
rary pipeline to an offsite location. The
dredge, which is the size of a small boat,
acts like 2 ﬂnating VACUUM, Femoving
sediment very preciselv. Hydraulic
dredges use a discharge line that can
deposit sediment up to several thousand
feet from the water,

CRYSTAL CLEAR

Under the Federal Clean Witer Act and
Amendments, the Army Corps of Engi-
neers regulates dredging
in accordance with cer-
tain enviroamental crite-

In the battle against AT-A-GLANCE
eutrophication, you if you've got a lake,
have several options: eventually it will become

Drain the lake.
Believe it or not, drain-
ing a lake can some-
timmes be the least-
expensive opticn. But 1t
can have the harshest
environmental impact,
damaging the shoreline
and surrounding areas,
and it may take weeks
or even months for the
sediment to dry

choked with sediment—
thanks to a process
called eutrophication.

IN EUTRO. To clean things
up, you have two options:
drain the lake entirely, or
dredge 1.

CRYSTAL CLEAR. Dredging
means getting a profas-
sional contractor—and
asking the right questions
before you hire someone.

ria. Thus, before you can
dredge a simnificant body
of water, you have to et
a permit. To start the
process, check the Corps
of Engineers website
{avrwusace.arnnyomil)
for your regional office;
when you call, ask for
the person who handles
permir applications.

Of course, its linpor-
tanc to retain an experi-
enced, professional con-

tractor who understands that every
dredging project is umque and who is
sensitive ro the environment of a shore-
line community. Ask each candidate
theee questions:

1. How many years of expenence do
you have working on similar projects?

2. Can you supply references?

3. Is dredaing a sideline to your core
business, such a5 swavating or dock work?®

4. Do you own your own equiprent?
Do vou own more than one dredge?

5. Can you bond the project?

6. Do you have adequate marine insur-
arce, and can vou name our comimunity
as an additional insured on your policy?

7. How quickly can vou start work?

8. Do you have a professionally
trained, mobile workforce?

9. Do yeu have proper environmental
controls in place as standard procedurss?

10. Do you have a good safety record?

Sediment won't go away on its own.
While dredging may be a significant
investment, it’s also a long-term benefit
(&) t‘h.f Pll‘!FEl“L}" "f"ﬂ.:l.l.E OFJ'ULI'l ﬂLPl'l!Tll.U'l_lli_
ty and will increase everyones enjoy-
ment of vour beawtiful aquatic areas. ¢Q
DAN MCDOUGAL is presiden: of Dredge
America, which is based in Kansas City,

Mlissouri. For mcre information, visit
www.dredgeamerica.cg:‘n.



